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BACKGROUND: The analysis of multiple causes of death data has been applied in the United
States to examine the population burden of chronic liver disease (CLD) and to assess time
trends of alcohol-related and hepatitis C virus (HCV)-related CLD mortality. The aim of this
study was to assess the mortality for CLD by etiology in the Veneto Region (northeastern
Italy).

METHODS: Using the 2008-2010 regional archive of mortality, all causes registered on death
certificates were extracted and different descriptive epidemiological measures were computed
for HCV-related, alcohol-related, and overall CLD-related mortality.

RESULTS: The crude mortality rate of all CLD was close to 40 per 100,000 residents. In middle
ages (35 to 74 years) CLD was mentioned in about 10% and 6% of all deaths in males and
females, respectively. Etiology was unspecified in about half of CLD deaths. In females and
males, respectively, HCV was mentioned in 44% and 21% and alcohol in 11% and 26% of
overall CLD deaths. A bimodal distribution with age was observed for HCV-related proportional
mortality among females, reflecting the available seroprevalence data.

CONCLUSIONS: Multiple causes of death analyses can provide useful insights into the burden
of CLD mortality according to etiology among different population subgroups.
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